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Thompson’s Federal Grants Development Handbook 
For more information, please visit grants.complianceexpert.com  

 
Tab 100  Introduction and Overview 
 

  ¶100 Overview      
  

¶101 Organization of this Handbook 
¶102 Federal Agency Reference Chapters 
  
¶103 Additional Contacts      

 
 ¶110 History of Grants       
  ¶111 Funding Trends      
  ¶112 Key Federal Legislation     

¶113 DATA Act  
  

¶120 Pre-Award Compliance and Performance     
 

 ¶130 Uniform Grant Guidance   
¶131 Overview and Organization     
¶132 Subpart A: Definitions  
¶133 Subpart B: General Provisions  
¶134 Subpart C: Pre-Award Requirements  
¶135 Subpart D: Post-Award Requirements  
¶136 Subpart E: Cost Principles 
¶137 Subpart F: Audit Requirements 
¶138 Appendices  

  
 
Tab 200  Finding Opportunities – Public and Private 
 

¶200 Overview 
¶201 Websites, Portals and Print 
¶202 Hiring a Grants Consultant     
 

¶210 Websites  
¶211 Federal Agency Websites  
¶212 State and Local Agency Websites 
¶213 Nonprofit Websites 

 
 
¶220 Grants.gov Portal 
 ¶221 Registration Requirements      

¶222 Federal Agency Announcement Posting     
¶223 Search Opportunities  
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¶224 Search sorts 
   ¶225 Notifiers   

¶226 Listserv   
¶227 Tutorials   
¶228 Help and Support  

 
¶230 National Science Foundation  

¶231 FastLane.gov  
¶232 Research.gov 
¶233 Search Opportunities  
¶234 Policy and Procedures Guide 
¶235 Help and Support 

 
¶240 National Institutes of Health  

¶241 eRA Commons 
¶242 Search opportunities 
¶243 Site Navigation 
¶244 iEdison  
¶245 Help and Support  

 
¶250 Education Department  

¶251 Uniform Guidance Portal 
¶252 Search opportunities 
¶253 Site Navigation 
¶254 Help and Support 

 
¶260 SAM.gov 
 
¶270 Other Federal Portals  

 
¶280 Private Sector Funders      

¶281 Foundation Center 
¶282 Regional Area Grantmakers 
¶283 Community Foundations 
¶284 Search Opportunities 
 

 
Tab 300  Developing a Grant Proposal  
 

¶300 Overview        
¶301 Reading the Program Announcement 
¶302 To Apply or Not Apply 
¶303 Seeking Organizational Approval  

 
¶310 Institutional Review Board       

¶311 Role 
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¶312 Seeking IRB Approval 
¶313 Creating an IRB 

 
¶320 Identifying Scoring Rubrics 

¶321 Merit Review  
¶322 Funding Priorities 
¶323 Selection Criteria 
¶324 Risk and Integrity Assessments   

 
¶330 Writing the Proposal Narrative       
 

¶331 Meeting the Purposes of the Authorizing Statute 
¶332 Extent of Need  
¶333 Plan of Operation  
¶334 Budget 
¶335 Adequacy of Resources, Sustainability 
¶336 Quality of Key Personnel 
¶337 Evaluation 

 
¶340 Creating a Proposal Budget 

¶341 Direct Costs 
¶342 Indirect Costs 
¶343 Cost Sharing or Matching 
¶344 Program Income  
¶345 Economies of Scale 
¶346 Budget Narrative 
¶347 Sub-Budgets 

 
¶350 Federal Forms 
 
¶360 Engaging Partners 

¶361 Creating a Partner Agreement 
¶362 Creating a Letter of Support 
¶363 Creating an MOU    
¶364 Conflict of Interest  
 
 

¶370 Addenda  
¶371 Key Personnel Bios 
¶372 Literature Citations 
¶373 Data to Support Need 
¶374 Letters of Support 
¶375 MOUs or Agreements 
¶376 Tax Exempt Status 
¶377 Board of Directors or Trustees 
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¶380 Preparing for Submission 
¶381 Online via Grants.gov 
¶382 Online via Alternate Portal 
¶383 Paper Submission 

 
¶390 Error Checks 

¶391 Missing Components 
¶392 Fonts 
¶393 Character, Page and Filesize Limitations 
¶394 Current Registrations 
¶395 Internet Browser 
¶396 Proposal checklist  
 

 
Tab 400  Preparing To Receive Funds  
 

¶400 Overview   
 
¶410 Funding Instruments 

¶411 Grant 
¶412 Cooperative Agreement 
¶413 Fixed-Amount Award 
¶414 Contract 

 
¶420 Award Documents 

¶421 Deliverables 
¶422 Budget and Project Periods 
¶423 Signatures 
¶424 Certifications 

 
¶430 Award Negotiation and Acceptance 
 
¶440 Project Set Up 
 
 

Tab 500  Strings Attached  
 

¶500 Overview 
¶501 Heightened Scrutiny 
¶502 Waste, Fraud and Abuse 
¶503 Conflict of Interest and Mandatory Disclosures 
¶504 Sanctions and Remedies  
 

¶510 Authorized Organizational Representative 
¶511 Certifications and Representations 
¶512 Liability 
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¶520 Performance and Analytics      

¶521 Deliverables 
¶522 Reporting 
¶523 Audits 
¶524 Risk 
 

¶530 Policies and Regulations 
¶531 Federal Agency Regulations 
¶532 Local Policies 
¶533 Conflict between Policies 
¶534 Procurement  
¶535 Travel 

 
¶540 Federal Cost Principles 

¶541 Allowable and Unallowable Costs 
¶542 New Costs under Uniform Guidance 
¶543 Prior Written Approvals 
¶544 Exceptions (Hospitals) 
 
 

Tab 600  Disputes and Appeals  
 

¶600 Overview 
 
¶610 Why Some Proposals Fail      
 
¶620 When a Proposal Is Not Awarded 

¶621 Reviewer Comments 
¶622 Federal Review Panels 
¶623 Peer Review Process  
¶624 Becoming a Peer Reviewer 

 
¶630 Appeals 
 
¶640 Resubmissions 

 
 
Appendix I OMB Uniform Guidance 
Appendix II OMB Supplementary Material 
Appendix III Other Federal Regulations and Guidelines 
Appendix IV Template Agreements 
Glossary 
 


